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HONORS and AWARDS
Francisco Aguilar was awarded a U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Institute
of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Agricultural and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) grant, which
he will be leading, on biopower generation from forest resources. The grant is in cooperation with
Ron McGarvey (Co-PI, MU College of Engineering), Steve Shifley (Collaborator) and Resources
for the Future. The official announcement can be found at the link:
https://nifa.usda.gov/announcement/usda-announces-151-million-research-renewable-energybiobased-products-and

The University of Missouri was recognized in the 2018 Fiske
Guide to colleges as a National “Best Buy”. For more
information, see the link below:
https://news.missouri.edu/2017/best-buy/

PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
A team of researchers from the U.S. Department of Agriculture – Agricultural Research Service
(USDA-ARS) and MU’s School of Natural Resources are installing an eddy covariance system
on Tucker Prairie to measure ecosystem-scale fluxes of carbon, water, and energy. You’re invited
to come learn about this new research capability, what it does, and potential research opportunities:
Friday, August 11 @ 10:00AM–11:00AM, 111 Tucker Hall. Speakers: Dr. Jeffrey D. Wood,
Assistant Research Professor, School of Natural Resources, and Dr. E. John Sadler, Research
Leader, USDA-ARS Cropping Systems & Water Quality Research Unit. Tucker Prairie is a 146acre tract of virgin tall grass prairie about 20 miles east of Columbia. The prairie is managed by
MU’s Division of Biological Sciences. You can learn more about the prairie at this website:
https://tuckerprairie.missouri.edu.
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Research being conducted by Fish and Wildlife Emphasis Area MS students Zach Morris and
Mike Thomas, and faculty member Craig Paukert is highlighted in the August 2017 issue of the
Missouri Conservationists (see page 4) https://mdc.mo.gov/conmag/2017-08/nature-lab. Zach and
Mike are working with the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) to determine how to
improve boat electrofishing standard protocols for collecting smallmouth bass, flathead catfish,
and blue catfish. Electrofishing is a common tool that fisheries managers use to collect fishes, but
many factors determine how likely these fish are to be caught in the electric field. This research
has a strong laboratory component to test the best way to electrofish these species, and then a field
component to determine if the methods identified in the controlled lab experiments transfer to the
real world. The work being applied in fisheries science is with a very strong physics component
to understand the inner works of electricity. This project has a lot of help from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service national experts on electrofishing, and has caught the attention of many agencies
(Idaho Fish and Game, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation) that are excited to use these
results. (Submitted by Craig Paukert.)

Prairie Fork Conservation Area Update: Westminster
College’s STEM Academy came out one day to explore the
prairie, collect data and learn how we are currently restoring
the prairie. As summer camps wind down researchers are
the main users. One of current projects is analysis of
mesocarnivores presence and absence in different habitats
(forested vs. various levels of restored prairie). Cameras
are monitored and photos downloaded weekly to see what
ventured in front of the camera. Jena Staggs (undergraduate
researcher), Rachel Williams (undergraduate researcher)
and Abby Williams (May 2017 SNR graduate) are part of
Dr. Matt Gompper’s lab who are working on this project.
Photo: Abby Williams sets the camera up. (Submitted by and
photo by Amber Edwards.)

2

EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
The University of Missouri is
showing its tiger pride by joining
Clemson University, Auburn
University and Louisiana State
University as members of the
newly established U.S. Tiger
University Consortium. The group
aims to address the shrinking big
cat population through research,
educational opportunities and
awareness. These schools all
feature a tiger as their mascot, but
what sets Mizzou apart is that
student involvement in the effort started here. In 1999, Mizzou students formed the nation’s first
tiger mascot conservation program, “Mizzou Tigers for Tigers,” which eventually led to a national
coalition in 2007 recognized by the World Wildlife Fund. The chapter’s current president, Shannon
McKinley, is organizing multiple fundraising events to support tiger habitats and to get more
Mizzou students engaged in the effort. For more of the story, follow the link:
https://news.missouri.edu/2017/on-the-prowl/. (Photo by Matt Gompper.)

School of Natural Resources – “Sun-Days” Total Eclipse
Watch – Monday, August 21, 2017, 11:30am -1:30pm – ABNR
Woodland Garden. Columbia, Missouri is in the path of totality
for a Solar eclipse lasting 2 minutes and 26 seconds, for the first
time in 500 years. https://news.missouri.edu/2017/astronomicalview/ SNR will join the excitement with ice cream “Sun”days,
solar eclipse glasses, and an Atmospheric Science student on
hand to explain the science of the total eclipse. The School of
Natural Resources has several faculty that will be involved in a
research project related to the eclipse and there will be a weather
balloon launching during the eclipse. Don’t wait until 2500 to see
the next total eclipse, come join the excitement. (Submitted by
Anita Carter.)
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SPOTLIGHT
Oh, How They Could Sing! The Missouri Conservationists’ Hymn: Speaking of little known
facts about the Coop Unit, here is one for the books. You can’t find this hymn in your favorite
hymnal, but there is a version on Page 59 in the Missouri Department of Conservation’s official
song book, “Missouri Conservation Melodies”, compiled by Dixie Calvert Fine and printed by the
MDC in 1982. The verses are re-arranged in the book from the original below (copy from former
MDC wildlife biologist, Frank Sampson) published on Page 5 of the Missouri Cooperative
Wildlife Research Unit Newsletter #36, July 1, 1945.

First a bit about the newsletter. Dr. Rudolf Bennitt, head of the University of Missouri biology
department, was instrumental in establishing the Missouri Cooperative Wildlife Unit. During
WWII he decided to send a newsletter to all the students in the service. There was a series of these
beginning August 14, 1942 and ending July 1, 1946. (More about these in another article.) The
Missouri Conservationists’ Hymn was composed in 1944 by Dr. Rudolf Bennitt, Werner O. Nagel,
Paul Q. Tulenko, and Bill T. Crawford. In an interview with Bill this is how the hymn came about:
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“We had all been asked to travel by car to Bismarck to care of Arthur Clark’s remains. (MDC’s
Chief of Fish, Game and Forestry – the very first chief and a really wonderful person to help
organize and develop the program of a new conservation department.) He had passed away on a
hunting trip.
It was a long trip by car and after talking ourselves to death and becoming bored, we started
singing (not bad). Rudolph was a good piano player, but not much of a singer.
Anyway, in the process we sang “My Maryland.” Well, we began to add our own words and
Rudolph began to take down notes – we all had ideas and favorite words.
So, by the time we got to Bismarck, after a night in a hotel, the song was born – music was “My
Maryland.
In 1944, the whole conservation movement was going on nationally and Missouri was in the middle
of it with a new conservation agency. The words of the song really conveyed our enthusiasm with
gusto for the new conservation.
The key words – conservation – environment – propinquity (populations) – fecundity (restore the
earth) – limnology (water and fish) – and last but not least research.
We really had fun!
Sometime later we had a party in my home in Columbia. The crowd sang the song with Rudolph
playing “My Maryland” on Crawford’s pump organ. Lots of spirit!”
After the group got back to Missouri, Dr. Bennitt transmitted the hymn to I.T. Bode (then
Director of MDC) with a letter dated October 9, 1944, and had this to say:
“Perhaps one of the most significant fruits of the recent trip to North Dakota was the composition
of the Missouri Conservationists’ Hymn, noble purpose, stately in tone, and scientifically sound.
It was born in Minnesota last Friday evening, under the combined influences of the moon, physic
fatigue, and Tulenko’s remark that so far there had been no entries in the contest for a $25 war
bond.
The result, as you can plainly see, is worthy of worldwide circulation; we look forward to the day
when it will be sung in every land and in every tongue – though in no other tongue, of course, so
well expressed.
For that reason, we are not interested in a mere $25 war bond, and because of the potential
magnitude of this project we must ask you to regard this communication as strictly confidential –
the more so because the intended donor might be stimulated to raise the ante, thereby tending to
dissuade us from our larger purpose.”
Director Bode responded almost immediately with the following:
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“I received your communication of October 9, and I have to give this important matter a great
deal of study before I can comment on it!
Seriously, we are glad to have one entry on file for the prize and you may be sure that your efforts
will not be overlooked when the judges get together next year to decide on the winner of the $25
War Bond.”
I’m not sure what happened in the interim, but think that the idea of entering it in the War Bond
contest did not go over well. The only reference we have found regarding the $25 prize was in the
Missouri Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit Newsletter #36, July 1, 1945 which stated in part…”
the $25 prize offered a few years ago by Mr. Greensfelder..” (Albert P. Greensfelder was a
Conservation Commissioner from 1937-1943.) In a memo dated October 12, 1944, Dr. Bennitt
wrote to Paul Dalke, Coop Leader, to say,
“For the love of Mike, tell Mr. Bode that our marvelous “Hymn” was intended as a burlesque, not
as an entry. I think he understands this, but am not sure.”
The next correspondence was not until April 26, 1945 from Dr. Bennitt to Miss Bettye Hornbuckle,
the Director’s secretary, and had this to say,
“I learn with great regret that Mr. Tulenko, having involved himself in a somewhat uncertain
ethical situation with regard to the song, “Missouri Conservationist’s Hymn”, has now attempted
to escape the possible consequences by transferring the responsibility to you. I am further informed
that an earlier memorandum from Mr. Bode to the Commission staff “requests” that they submit
contributions for the Greensfelder prize. One purpose of the present memorandum is to make sure
that Messers. Tulenko and Nagel, having contributed to the creation of the non-contest song, do
not regard this contribution as discharging their obligation under the directive from Mr. Bode.
“The other purpose is to request you to examine, carefully, critically, and with an eye to both
ethics and legality, the file of correspondence on the subject of this choral masterpiece, now in
possession of Mr. Tulenko---and to be guided accordingly.
In case you still insist that this constitutes an “entry”, I have no other recourse: I shall print it in
the Newsletter (the one above). This, constitutes prior publication, would of course legally
invalidate the song for entry in any subsequent competition.”
(Looks to me like the MDC Director had sort of taken himself out of this little escapade and left
it up to his secretary.) Well, Miss Hornbucle immediately responded to Dr. Bennitt with the
following:
“Much as I hate to give in, and it has been fun so far, I hereby promise not to submit your entry in
the contest for the $25.00 War Bond.”
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The next “chapter” in this early life of The Missouri Conservationist’s Hymn was printed on Page
4 of the Missouri Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit Newsletter #36, July 1, 1945 as shown
below.

Even though the “Missouri Conservationist’s Hymn” did not get submitted in the contest, it
survives to this day on Page 59 of “Missouri Conservation Melodies.” And, now you know another
story about the early Coop Unit. P.S. We never did find out who got the War Bond. Compiled by
Joe G. Dillard, Room 47 Archivist, and Bill T. Crawford, retired MDC Wildlife Division
Research Chief. Also consulted was correspondence from Nagel, Werner O. (1905-1974), Papers,
1931-1988 (C2544), The State Historical Society of Missouri, Manuscript Collection-Columbia.

DONOR APPRECIATION
The School of Natural Resources wishes to acknowledge donors that have made recent
contributions to the School. The following have made contributions during July, 2017.
Vital Earth Resources
Suzanne Flanegin
Mark Flanegin
Tammie Gross
Michael Gross
The Sarah Huber Foster Scholarship in Wildlife Biology has raised $7,610 towards the $25,000
goal to establish an endowment. If you would like to contribute, please visit the following link.
https://mizzougivedirect.missouri.edu/Item.aspx?item_id=457
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IN MEMORIUM
Glenn Chambers, one of the School’s former students,
active conservationist and member of the SNR Advisory
Council has passed away. Visitation will be Friday, August
11 from 5:00 – 8:00 pm and a Celebration of Life Saturday
August 12 at 1:00 pm. Both will be held at the Calvary
Baptist Church, 606 Ridgeway Avenue, Columbia. Glenn
was an ardent supporter of SNR and contributed to and
promoted the SNR Alliance as well as donated hundreds of
hours as a volunteer. He was an active conservationist and
member of the SNR Advisory Council. Among his many accomplishments, Glenn garnered a long
list of Television and Motion Picture awards including four Television Emmy Awards. In 1989 a
MDC video entitled “Glenn and His Geese” took top honors in the “Best Non-News Story”
category and was awarded an Emmy. His 1998 film “Back to the Wild” won three Television
Emmys. Learn more about Glenn at the link: http://glenndchambers.com/wildlife-photographer/

This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please
send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @
5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura
Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo.
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