
1 
 

 

July 2017 Vol. 1, No. 2 

WEEKLY READER 

 
 

AWARDS and HONORS  

 
Dr. Chris Schultz (BS-2006) received, as part of a group, a 2017 NASA Marshall Group 

Innovation Award for the work he does with the “Lightning Safety Team” at the NASA Marshall 

Space Flight Center. Congratulations to our Alum!  (Submitted by Tony Lupo.) 

 

 
On July 6th, Steve Shifley received the 2017 Northern Research 

Stations Director’s Distinguished Science Award via station-wide 

teleconference.  The Director highlighted Steve for a long 

distinguished career and highlighted his contributions to continued 

development of Landis, the Northern Futures project, as well as 

being an editor for the Oak book. (Submitted by Jerry Van 

Sambeek.) 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 

 
School of Natural Resource’s undergraduate students, Abbey Kestermont and Mary Burke, 

recently traveled to Pennsylvania to collect samples from old red pine stumps and trees. This work 

supports Missouri Tree-Ring Laboratory’s fire history research project funded by the Pennsylvania 

Game Commission. These 

remnant trees date back to the 

1600s and hold key 

information about changes in 

forests, fires, and droughts. 

The historical fire information 

is particularly valuable for 

informing prescribed fire 

management on Pennsylvania 

Gamelands. (Submitted by and 

photo by Joe Marschall.) 
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Dr.  David Brune, Professor of Bioprocess 

and Bioenergy Engineering and Bob Pierce, 

Associate Professor and State Extension Fish 

and Wildlife Specialist recently collaborated 

in conducting an In-Service Education 

program for MU Extension entitled 

“Aquaculture 101: Midwest Fisheries and 

Seafood Production” at the MU Bradford 

Research Center.  Sessions focused on a 

current overview of fisheries and aquaculture 

in Missouri and opportunities to add value to 

farms with an aquaculture enterprise, water 

quality considerations and measurement 

techniques, pond culture, and aquaculture intensification using split ponds, in-pond floating 

raceways and indoor recirculating systems.  Presentations also included an overview of biofloc 

aquaculture, aquaculture 

economics, freshwater 

prawn culture and a tour 

of the zero discharge 

shrimp production system 

that David Brune has 

developed at the Research 

Center.  Tours also 

included a visit to 

Higginsville, Missouri for 

presentations with a 

private producer on 

recirculating aquaculture 

systems that are currently 

producing largemouth bass for food markets.  This system was developed in a converted swine 

facility.  Dave Brune developed sessions and organized tours and Chuck Hicks, retired 

Aquaculture Extension Specialist with Lincoln University helped to lead water quality and fish 

culture discussions for the In-Service Program, which was attended by 24 participants representing 

MU Extension and aquaculture producers from Missouri.    Curriculum also consisted of numerous 

MU Extension Fisheries and Aquaculture Guides that can be accessed at 

http://extension.missouri.edu/main/DisplayCategory.aspx?C=555 and publications developed by 

both the USDA North Central and Southern Regional Aquaculture Center. (https://www.ncrac.org/ 

and http://srac.msstate.edu/ ) (Submitted by and photos by Bob Pierce.)  

 

 

http://extension.missouri.edu/main/DisplayCategory.aspx?C=555
https://www.ncrac.org/
http://srac.msstate.edu/
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A five-member delegation 

from the Sichuan Academy 

of Forestry visited Missouri 

July 5-7, 2017.  The group 

included two forest 

management specialists and 

two plant propagators 

currently involved in 

production of Persian 

walnut on native and black 

walnut rootstocks from 

Yunnan Province.  The goal 

of the 3-day visit was to 

initiate exchanges with 

researchers from the USA 

including the Center for 

Agroforestry and USDA 

Forest Service for possible 

introduction of Eastern black walnut into the mountainous regions of Sichuan Province.  While on 

campus, the group also visited with UMCA’s Chung-Ho Lin, Zhen Cai and Michael Gold. 

(Submitted by Mike Gold and 

Jerry Van Sambeek; Top 

photo taken by Mike Gold: 

Sichuan Academy of Forestry 

visitors meet with Center for 

Agroforestry faculty; Bottom 

right photo taken by Xuejiao 

Sun; Jerry Van Sambeek and 

Kejia Pan discuss black walnut 

management with visitors 

from Sichuan Academy of 

Forestry at the Horticulture 

and Agroforestry Research 

Center (HARC). 
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EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
 

Eclipse: Who? What? Where? When? and How? 
 

Total Solar Eclipse 
 

On Monday, August 21, 2017, all of North America will be 

treated to an eclipse of the sun. Anyone within the path of totality 

can see one of nature’s most awe-inspiring sights - a total solar 

eclipse. This path, where the moon will completely cover the sun 

and the sun's tenuous atmosphere - the corona - can be seen, will 

stretch from Lincoln Beach, Oregon to Charleston, South 

Carolina. Observers outside this path will still see a partial solar 

eclipse where the moon covers part of the sun's disk. NASA Total 

Eclipse Website: https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-what-

where-when-and-how The School of Natural Resources has 

several faculty that will be involved in a research project related to the eclipse. We hope to share 

some of their experiences in future communications. 

 

School of Natural Resources – “Sun-Days” Total Eclipse Watch – Monday, August 21, 2017, 

11:30am -1:30pm – ABNR Woodland Garden. 

Columbia, Missouri is in the path of totality for a Solar eclipse lasting 2 minutes and 26 seconds, 

for the first time in 500 years. https://news.missouri.edu/2017/astronomical-view/ SNR will join 

the excitement with ice cream “Sun”days, solar eclipse glasses, and an Atmospheric Science 

student on hand to explain the science of the total eclipse. Weather permitting, a weather balloon 

might be launched during the eclipse. Don’t wait until 2500 to see the next total eclipse, come join 

the excitement. More details to follow soon. (Submitted by Anita Carter.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-glossary#for_row27
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-glossary#for_row11
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-glossary#for_row26
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-glossary#for_row26
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-what-where-when-and-how
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-who-what-where-when-and-how
https://news.missouri.edu/2017/astronomical-view/
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SPOTLIGHT 
 

Whooping it up at the old Wildlife Building (E. Sydney Stephens Hall)! The Missouri 

Conservation Commissioners decided to have a little fun at their March 1943 meeting in Columbia. 

On Friday night before their Saturday meeting, the four Commissioners (E. Sydney Stephens who 

the building was later named after was a Conservation Commissioner at that time) decided to forgo 

a lavish meal at the Tiger Hotel restaurant to have a sandwich supper at the Wildlife Building. 

They gathered in Room 101 with eight or ten Conservation Department staff from Jeff City, several 

University fish and wildlife professors and all of the Conservation Department’s research 

personnel.  At that time, the Conservation Department’s fish and wildlife research personnel and 

all fish and wildlife professors were housed in the Wildlife Building. Conservation Department 

and University wives contributed sandwiches and a couple of cakes, and also ice cream and coffee.  

However, the piece de resistance 

was pickled carp suckers. They had 

been prepared so they could be 

eaten bones and all and they quickly 

disappeared.  It was recorded that 

I.T. Bode (the Missouri Department 

of Conservation’ first Director) 

scarfed down five of them which 

explained why some of the guests 

got none. After supper, Department 

employees and University 

professors took a few minutes to 

explain the nature of their work.  

Then came a tour of the building 

and finally some (very) close 

harmony in Room 9, led by 

Commissioner Turnbull, Paul Tulenko, D.E. Wade, and Sterling Kyd.  It wasn’t too long into this 

frivolity that the watchman appeared thinking that there must have been a violation of the 

university rule that prohibited imbibing on University property.  But, it was reported later that 

there had been no violation. The Commissioners held an open meeting in the Tiger Hotel ballroom 

on Saturday the 27th of March. About 250 people attended who were representatives from 15 or 

20 land-use agencies and they spoke briefly about the parts they play in the wildlife conservation 

programs of their groups.  The climax was a short address in his best oratorical style by then 

Governor Donnell.  The principal out-of-state speaker was Mr. Rutherford of the Fish and Wildlife 

Service from Chicago who was the head of all Pitman-Robertson government programs to fund 

wildlife research. End Note:  At the August 16, 1943 Commission meeting, Department of 

Conservation Director, I.T. Bode, offered his resignation in a dispute with Commissioner Turnbull 

over the assignment of an employee.  Turnbull moved to accept, but did not get a second.  My 

guess is that if Mr. Bode had not eaten so many of the pickled carp at the March meeting this 

would never have happened! Compiled by Joe G. Dillard (SNR Building Room 47 Archivist) 

from The First Fifty Years published by the Missouri Department of Conservation (James F. 

Keefe, editor) and Newsletter Number 9, April 1, 1943 published by the Missouri Cooperative 

Wildlife Research Unit, University of Missouri Columbia, Missouri. 
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IN MEMORIUM 

 
Larry Smith passed away on June 27 in Colorado. He 

was 44 and hailed from Latrobe, Pennsylvania.   He got 

his BS in meteorology from California University of 

Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh.  Larry came to MU in 

2004, and worked on Dr. Patrick Market’s ROCS 

project.  After getting his MS in 2006, he went to work 

for the National Weather Service in Monterey, CA.  In 

2016, Larry won a NOAA Bronze Medal for his work 

on public awareness of weather and water safety (image 

attached; the other person is Laura Furgione, Deputy 

Director of the National Weather Service and also an 

MU alum; photo courtesy of NOAA).  Larry was a salt-

of-the-earth kind of person.  His enthusiasm for family, 

friends, and (yes, the weather) were contagious.  Larry 

Smith was a joy to be around, and is sorely missed by 

those who knew him. (Submitted by Pat Market and 

Tony Lupo.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please 

send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @ 

5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura 

Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo. 

mailto:greenwoodci@missouri.edu

