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HONORS and AWARDS
During the international annual meeting of the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) in Tampa,
Florida, Dr. Sandeep Kumar received the Young Scholar Award from the Soil and Water
Management and Conservation Division. Sandeep received a PhD from the School of Natural
Resources under the advisement of Steve Anderson and Ranjith Udawatta (supported by the
Center for Agroforestry). He is currently an Assistant Professor of Soil Biophysics and Soil
Management at South Dakota State University. In an issue of the CSA News (it is the international
newsletter of the Crop Science Society of America/Soil Science Society of America/American
Society of Agronomy), Sandeep’s program was selected to highlight an example of a strong

developing program. The following information and photo were shared in this article: Sandeep
Kumar’s current research focuses on developing sustainable management systems for improving
soils and environmental quality, and teaching undergraduate and graduate level soil science and
watershed modeling courses. He has succeeded in creating interdisciplinary teams to develop his
research program, and was successful in having a significant number of proposals funded through
various federal agencies such as USDA and US Department of Energy. He indicated that planning,
mentorship, collaboration, and hard work were the key to overcoming various challenges he faced
during his early-career tenure. (Submitted by Steve Anderson.) (Photo above courtesy of South
Dakota State University): Sandeep Kumar’s lab team from left to right: Brant Douville (MS
student), Navdeep Singh (PhD student), Hanxiao Feng (MS Student), Lacey Julson (Lab
Manager), Liming Lai (Research Associate and CAP-Project Coordinator), Sandeep Kumar,
Abdullah Alhameid (PhD student), Juan Pérez-Gutiérrez (Postdoctoral Research), and Jasdeep
Singh (MS Student).
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Jenna Fusinatto completed the course of instructor of Mortar Board’s
(National College Senior Honor Society) Leadership Excellence and
Advisor Development program (LEAD). The completion of LEAD
entitles Jenna to use the credentials of a Certified Organization Advisor
(COA). Advisors who attended LEAD increased their skills in creating
and maintaining a strong advisor team, effectively advising student
organization officers, cultivating relationships among a diverse group of
students, enhancing students’’ co-curricular education through
opportunities for teaching and interacting outside of the classroom, and
helping student organization leaders apply their existing skills to the oneof-a-kind leadership situations they face.

Dr. Peter Motavalli, Professor of Soil Nutrient Management, in the MU
School of Natural Resources was awarded a visiting professorship by the
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) to the Technical
University of Munich (TUM) located in Freising, Germany for the
summer of 2018. Dr. Motavalli will be teaching a graduate level course
and conducting research on soil fertility and plant nutrition with Dr. Urs
Schmidhalter, who is a Professor and Chair of the Plant Nutrition
Department in the School of Life Sciences. The Technical University of
Munich is ranked 4th in Reuters 2017 European Most Innovative
University ranking and was established in 1868. It has a total student
population of approximately 39,000.

PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Nitrous oxide (N2O) has 300 times the global warming potential of carbon dioxide (100-y
timeframe), and is the dominant stratospheric ozone depleting substance in 21st century. The
climate sensitivity of N2O emissions is poorly known, which makes it difficult to project how
changing fertilizer use and climate will impact radiative forcing and the ozone layer. Using
atmospheric inversions as a top-down constraint, we found that direct and indirect N2O emissions
from the US Corn Belt are highly sensitive to perturbations in temperature and precipitation. We
combined these top-down constraints on emissions with a land surface model to evaluate the
climate feedback on N2O emissions. Our results show that, as the world becomes warmer and
wetter, such feedbacks will pose a major challenge to N2O mitigation efforts. This research has
been published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences: Griffis, T.J., Z. Chen,
J.M. Baker, J.D. Wood, D.B. Millet, X. Lee, R.T. Venterea, and P.A. Turner, Nitrous oxide
emissions are enhanced in a warmer and wetter world. 2017. PNAS USA, doi:
10.1073/pnas.1704552114.
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EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. Hong S. He, a professor, and Dr.
Wen J. Wang, a research associate,
from SNR led a Chinese delegation to
visit Mingo National Wildlife Refuge.
Brad Pendley, wildlife biologist and Ben
Mense, refuge manager, introduced the
history and ongoing projects of the
refuge. The delegation was comprised of
wetland ecologists and geographers,
including Dr. Xinyuan He, Director of
the Northeast Institute of Geography and
Agroecology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, and Dr. Zhengfang Wu, Director of the School of Geographical Sciences, Northeast
Normal University. Hong S. He, Wen J. Wang, and the Chinese delegation also visited Duck Creek
Conservation Area. Matt Bowyer,
wetland ecologist from the Missouri
Department of Conservation and Dr.
Lee Frederickson, a retired professor
from Fisheries and Wildlife in SNR
introduced the history, mission, and
ongoing projects for Duck Creek
Conservation Area. Dr. Frederickson
and his wife have been living in the area
for about 50 years. He had a stimulating
discussion with the delegation, who
were impressed with his knowledge and
passion about wetland conservation.
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Students in the Parks, Recreation and Sport Programming
Development and Event Management course volunteered at
the Bear Creek Half Marathon held by the Columbia Parks
and Recreation Department. Jennifer Upah, Assistant
Teaching Professor for Parks, Recreation and Sport is the
professor for the course and coordinated the learning
opportunity for the past two years, working with Stacey
Kulik, a Recreation Specialist for Columbia Parks and
Recreation. The students in the class staffed the five aid
stations for approximately five hours to decorate the
stations and provide water, Gatorade, and encouragement to
the 252 racers who participated in the event. Prior to event,
students spent time creating a theme for their aid stations
(Left top to bottom: Super Hero; 80s Work Out; 80s Disco;
Midwest Baseball; and bottom right: Halloween.) and
gained in-kind donations to decorate the stations to aid in
providing encouragement and entertainment to the event
participants. The students have been nominated by a racer
to receive a City of Columbia Parks and Recreation
volunteer of the month award based on the support given
during the race. (Submitted and photos by Jennifer Upah.)

4

Three Chapters of the Missouri
Master Naturalist program
hosted 40-hour training during
the fall and recently conducted
graduation ceremonies in
which
84
new
Master
Naturalist volunteers were
honored, according to Bob
Pierce, Associate Extension
Professor and State Fish and
Wildlife
Specialist.
The
Chapter-based program is
conducted as a partnership
between MU Extension and the
Missouri Department of Conservation with the program’s academic home within the School of
Natural Resources. The Osage Trails Chapter in the Jackson County area (Kansas City) had 25
new graduates. The Meramec Hills Chapter in the Phelps County area (Rolla) had 24 new
graduates. Thirty-five
volunteers graduated from
training conducted in the
St. Louis and St. Charles
County area. Thanks to the
MDC and MU Extension
Chapter Advisors for
providing leadership for
these activities. The MU
Extension Advisors that
work closely with these
respective
Chapters
include Lala Kumar, Chantae Alfred and Nathan Brandt. Additional information about the
Missouri
Master
Naturalist
program
can
be
found
at
http://extension.missouri.edu/masternaturalist/ (Submitted and photos by Bob Pierce.)
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Forty-four Missourians from
across the state took part in
Extension’s first annual White
Oak, Whiskey, and Wine Tour,
led by our very own Extension
Forester, Hank Stelzer. It was
a full day, taking participants
from standing white oak in the
Rudolph Bennitt Conservation
Area, to coopers plying their
trade in Higbee, Missouri, and
concluding with the best
part…taste testing wine and
distilled spirits at the Les
Bourgeois Winery. “In spite of
the chill in the air and the
occasional snowflake, I think
everyone truly enjoyed the
experience”, Stelzer said.
Stelzer said the coopers were
asking when the next tour
would be. “So, it looks like we
have ourselves a winner. It’s
great to highlight a 100-percent
Missouri, value-added forest
product.” “It was awesome.
The organization and structure
was wonderful,” said Jerry
Bartlett of Omaha, Nebraska.
He said he has toured many
wine distilleries but learned a lot about Missouri white oaks and barrel making. He and his wife,
Denise, plan to attend again. Jim and Schatzi Ball, owners of a Tree Farm in Caldwell County and
2017 American Tree Farm System North Central Region Tree Farmers of the Year, said they
enjoyed learning the intricate woodworking and craftsmanship of barrel making. Schatzi said the
tour was “fun, excellent and enthusiastic.” Cynthia Crawford of Saline County said, “We were part
of a tour organized by University of Missouri Extension looking at white oak timber, barrel making
and wine and bourbon distilling in Missouri. We will highly recommend the event to our friends
and neighbors.” “I guess we will have to get a bigger bus if all the folks who attended say they
will be back next year.” said Stelzer. (Submitted and photos by Hank Stelzer.)
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The Sport Management FIG
(Freshman Interest Group) visited
the
Columbia
Activity
and
Recreation Center (ARC) this week
to learn more about various
recreation and sport facilities. Janel
Twehous, Aquatic and Outdoor
Recreation Supervisor and Brian
Higginbotham, ARC Operations
Supervisor, delivered a thorough
tour of the 73,000 sq. ft. facility that
includes an indoor pool, gym,
strength and cardio equipment and
an indoor track. Ellen Morris is the
Sport Management FIG instructor
and Shelby Dawson (Senior, PRS) is the Peer Advisor. Thank you Janel, Brian and Columbia
Parks and Recreation! (Submitted and photo by Ellen Morris.)

Mizzou Athletic Director Jim Sterk (Right
picture: Sterk on the left; Wartella on the
right) was a guest lecturer in Dr. Justin
Wartella’s Parks, Recreation & Sport class,
3185: Sport Economics and Finance. Mr.
Sterk discussed his career path and his roles
and responsibilities with the university. He
also touched on specific projects the athletic
department is working on: academic
excellence of student athletes, donor
relations, and the south end-zone project in
Memorial Stadium. Following his lecture,
students participated in a Q&A session
with Mr. Sterk. Approximately 100
students
attended
the
lecture.
(Submitted and photo by Jason
Young.)
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The Oak Woodlands & Forests Fire Consortium (Mike Stambaugh, Chair; Joe Marschall,
Coordinator) released the October 2017 edition of their quarterly newsletter, IGNIS. CLICK HERE
to learn about prescribed burning during the growing season, a research brief on landscape level
fire and the genetic restoration of an eastern collared lizard population, the Bridgestone / Firestone
Prescribed Fire Demonstration Area on the Cumberland Plateau in Tennessee, and more!
(Submitted by Joe Marschall.)
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Parks, Recreation & Tourism alum Jeff Wasson spoke with students during an Entrepreneurial
Roundtable discussion. He was a guest lecturer in Dr. David Vaught’s Introduction to Leisure
Studies course. Mr. Wasson returned to campus as part of CAFNR’s Executive-in-Residence
program. During his visit, he spoke in various classes and met with students campus-wide. Mr.
Wasson graduated from Parks, Recreation & Tourism in 2001. In that same year, he sold
TravelNow.com, the company he founded, to Hotels.com for $50 million. He also established the
Jeff and Amy Wasson Scholarship for aspiring Mizzou students. From then until 2011, he
continued his entrepreneurial career founding additional travel related companies, such as EZTrip
and Gusto. In 2013, Jeff joined the nation’s most active angel investment fund as Vice
President. In 2015, he became a partner of the venture capital firm Boost VC, the world’s most
active fund for bitcoin, crypto-currency, and virtual and augmented reality companies. With Jeff’s
background and experience of working on every continent except Antarctica, he brought his global
and entrepreneurial perspective to students this week. (Submitted and photo by Jason Young.)
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SPOTLIGHT
SNR-MDC Connection(s) – The SNR Student Reading Room: This is the first in a series about
the many connections between SNR and MDC (Missouri Department of Conservation). One might
ask what is the connection between the SNR Student Reading Room and MDC? Well, I’m about
to tell you. It started when Frank Sampson, the husband of Emogene, started to work for MDC in
1947 as their fur
biologist. That’s the
connection with MDC.
Before 1947, Frank
was an assistant district
federal agent for the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service
and
was
housed in Stephens
Hall, the original home
of the fish and wildlife
component of SNR.
Now for the SNR
connection.
When
Frank passed away,
Emogene
contacted
Bill Crawford, Frank’s
former MDC boss, to
get his opinion about
what kind of gift she
might make in Frank’s memory. That is when serendipity arrived for SNR. Our new building
was under construction at that time, and Bill suggested that she might make a gift toward some
phase of it. She liked the idea and bequeathed $600,000 to provide computers and furniture for the
Student Reading Room. The plaque shown above is over the south door of the Reading Room to
commemorate her generous gift to SNR. It is just one of many interconnections betwixt SNR and
MDC. More to come. (Submitted by Joe G. Dillard; Photo by Nichole Wood.)

This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please
send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @
5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura
Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo.
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