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HONORS and AWARDS
Ryan Dibala (Natural
Resources PhD student
with the Center for
Agroforestry) received the
John D. Bies International
Travel Scholarship. Ryan
studies
ecological
interactions
between
plants in tropical and
temperate
silvopastoral
systems. His focus is on
how the use of woody
perennials
affects
productivity in
these
systems, with implications
for beef production. He
planted trees, grasses, and
shrubs in three different pastures on Panama’s Azuero Peninsula to examine how the use of
“fertilizer shrubs”–those that fix nitrogen and aggregate phosphorous–impacts site fertility,
productivity, and water competition. While establishing silvopastoral systems in Panama, he relied
on guidance from several ranchers and scientists, particularly extensionists from the Center for
Research on Agricultural Production and Veterinary Science (CIPAV) in Colombia, South
America. Many of the leading tropical silvopasture researchers come from Colombia, thus
presenting his results in this country (6th Annual Agroforestry Symposium in Bogota, Colombia)
made sense. (Photo from the University of Applied Sciences, Bogota, UDCA.)
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PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Nitrous oxide (N2O) has 300 times the global warming potential of carbon dioxide (100-y
timeframe), and is the dominant stratospheric ozone depleting substance in 21st century. The
climate sensitivity of N2O emissions is poorly known, which makes it difficult to project how
changing fertilizer use and climate will impact radiative forcing and the ozone layer. Using
atmospheric inversions as a top-down constraint, we found that direct and indirect N2O emissions
from the US Corn Belt are highly sensitive to perturbations in temperature and precipitation. We
combined these top-down constraints on emissions with a land surface model to evaluate the
climate feedback on N2O emissions. Our results show that, as the world becomes warmer and
wetter, such feedbacks will pose a major challenge to N2O mitigation efforts. This research has
been published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences: Griffis, T.J., Z. Chen,
J.M. Baker, J.D. Wood, D.B. Millet, X. Lee, R.T. Venterea, and P.A. Turner, Nitrous oxide
emissions are enhanced in a warmer and wetter world. 2017. PNAS USA, doi:
10.1073/pnas.1704552114.

EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

This is a group photo of attendees at the Fifty-First Reunion of the Forestry Class of 1966 which
was held on the farm of Harry & Gerri Kellmann near Owensville, MO. Left to Right: Jim Willis,
Linda Willis, Willard Schnurbusch, Gina Jones, Shelby Jones, Harry Kellmann (behind Shelby),
Dan Napier, Gerri Kellmann, Bette Napier, Carol Schnurbusch, Gail Grecco, Gary Grecco, Butch
Greenstreet, Judy Franke, Al Franke. (Submitted by Shelby Jones; Photo by Tracy Williams.)
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The
SNR
Student
Council and Alumni
Association participated
in the 2017 Homecoming
parade, riding on their
annual "bloat." The
parade was at 7:30 am;
those participating on the
bloat arrived to their line
up spot as early as 6 am!
Special thank you to
Sharon Burnham and
her family for assisting
with the time consuming
task of gathering candy to
toss to parade-goers.
Another special thank
you to the USFW Service for providing our boat float each year (and driving our float; there are
some tough turns to make)! To those wanting to participate next year, please contact Jenna
Fusinatto at fusinattoj@missouri.edu. (Submitted and photo by Jenna Fusinatto.)

Collaborating with one of our former students, Danielle Fox
(City of Columbia), and Kristen Schulte (Missouri River
Relief), the School of Natural Resources sponsored the first
local networking opportunity to meet and greet formal and
non-formal environmental educators from central MO.
Twenty-five people participated in the Environmental
Education network: Teaching, Learning, & Sharing at Daniel
Boone Public Library. Participants included: Missouri
Environmental Education Association, Native Plant Society,
Southern Boone Learning Garden, Columbia Center for
Urban Agriculture, Wild Folk Unschool, Columbia Missouri
Audubon Society, Missouri River Relief, and the City of
Columbia Sustainability Office. Dr. Christine Li, her
graduate students Akriti Khadka (Dr. Li and Akriti
pictured), Makia Hoormann, and Prairie Fork Conservation
Education Coordinator Amber Edwards participated in and presented at the
conference. (Submitted by Christine Li; Photo by Amber Edwards.)
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The Missouri Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit recently held its annual Coordinating
Committee Meeting. At the meeting, representatives from the US Geological Survey, MU SNR,
Missouri Department of Conservation, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and The Wildlife
Management Institute met to learn about the research, service, productivity, and teaching by the
Missouri Unit. Some highlights of our accomplishments:









Taught 7 courses (and conducted undergraduate research) to 49 graduate and 21
undergraduate students since 2016
Have a current staff of 26 graduate students, post docs and research staff (which is 17% of
the SNR graduate students and 70% of the Fish and Wildlife Emphasis Area students)
Graduated 9 MS students and 3 post docs since 2016
35 peer reviewed publications and 117 presentations (including 28 invited presentations)
since 2016
38 awards to students (12 that were international in scope) since 2016
Average $ 1.7 Million in new research each year
30 active projects (90% of those in Missouri)
Administer two fellowships

We are in our 80th year of having a Coop Unit in Missouri and Lisa Webb and Craig Paukert are
proud of our legacy and look forward to another 80 years. (Submitted by Craig Paukert.)

Dr. Damon Hall will be joining SNR as an Assistant
Professor of Sustainability/Water Resources in May 2018.
This is a joint position between SNR (70%) and Bio
Engineering (30%). He examines socio-cultural dimensions
influencing the development and implementation of
environmental policies. He is currently an Assistant
Professor at the Department of Biology, Center for
Sustainability, Saint Louis University. He received his PhD
in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from Texas A&M
University, MA (Communications) and BS (Agriculture with
concentration in Forestry) from Purdue University.
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School of Natural Resources Graduate Student Organization
presents:

SNRGSO Meeting
Wednesday, November 1st
3pm
Room 123

If you are a graduate student within SNR, your attendance is
welcomed! Connect with other students and find out what’s
been happening throughout the school.
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The
Sport
Management
Freshman Interest Group (FIG)
received a behind the scenes
tour of Mizzou Arena. Ellen
Morris,
the
Internship
Coordinator
&
Career
Specialist for Parks, Recreation
and Sport is the Instructor for
the Sport Management FIG
class and coordinated the
opportunity. Throughout the
semester, the class has had
many guest speakers from the
industry of sport in addition to
various facility tours and
activities. A special thank you
to Kathy Ungles of Mizzou
Athletics Facility Operations (and PRT alum) for allowing the group to have this fantastic
experience and explore careers in collegiate athletics! (Submitted by Justin Stanford Young and
Ellen Morris; Photo by Ellen Morris).
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Parks, Recreation and Sport
hosted “Professor for a Day”
Cathy Bradley, the Executive
Director of MLB’s Baseball
Tomorrow Fund. The fund is a
joint initiative between Major
League Baseball and the Major
League
Baseball
Players
Association that awards grants to
non-profit
organizations
to
improve youth baseball and
softball facilities in both rural and
urban communities across the
country. The fund has awarded
$32 million since its inception. Cathy is an alum from Mizzou and spent her day giving lectures
in various Parks, Recreation & Sport
classes, hosted a Q&A session, and
attended
a
luncheon
with
students. Her lectures and advice
about opportunities working in sports
helped students on the path of
becoming “career-ready!” (Submitted
by Jason Stanford Young and Ellen
Morris; Photo by Jason Stanford
Young.)

This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please
send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @
5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura
Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo.
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