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HONORS and AWARDS
Summer Higdon (MS Fisheries and Wildlife
and Agroforestry Graduate Certificate) was
awarded a $500 travel award from the
Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society to
attend the 2017 Annual Conference of The
Wildlife Society in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. She will present a talk on bobcat diet
ecology and moderate a symposium on
methods for researching mesocarnivores,
which she organized with two Clemson
graduate students.

Craig Paukert was an invited Keynote Speaker for the United
Nations, Food and Agriculture Organization European Inland
Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission International
Symposium on the Effects of Climate Change on Inland Fisheries.
The symposium was held in Stare Jablonki, Poland from
September 3-6, 2017 and included representatives from over 20
countries. Craig presented on how fisheries agencies can adapt
their management in a changing climate. The symposium ended
with a discussion on developing a joint research project with the
European stakeholders that could be submitted to the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 initiative. (Photo by Joanna Whittier.)
Elizabeth McGiffin (BS 2012) won (along with Brett Onstott, Maria Neider, Paul Adler, Kate
Allt) the 2017 Mid-America Regional Emmy Award, Newscast-Morning Daytime Markets 50+,
Ozarks Ice Storm 2017, KY3 (Springfield, Missouri).
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PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
An important process that fuels harmful algal blooms investigated in water bodies across
Canada: For many Canadians, summer time means time at the lake, swimming, fishing, boating,
and relaxing. Nothing can spoil this experience like blue-green mats of muck, caused by algal
blooms. These blooms negatively affect not only recreational activities – but also put drinking
water source, property values, wildlife, and human health at risk. In the 1970s, scientists
discovered that the nutrient phosphorus caused algal blooms, which led to new regulations and
improved sewage treatment. Nevertheless, blooms continue to plague many Canadian lakes. To
investigate what might be happening, scientists looked to see whether phosphorus might be
recirculating from the mud at the bottom of lakes back into the water. In a new scientific study
published today, scientists investigated an important, but poorly understood, process in Canada’s
aquatic ecosystems: the recycling of the algal nutrient, phosphorus, between mud at the bottom of
lakes and the overlying water. This process can contribute to the formation of the harmful algal
blooms that plague many lakes. Across the country tens or even hundreds of millions of dollars
are invested every year to manage nutrient pollution – but in some lakes – legacy effects from
nutrients deposited years ago can linger and delay recovery. Rebecca North, an assistant professor
at the University of Missouri, cautioned that “nutrient management on the land is still the top
priority for nutrient control of inland waters, but quantification of legacy nutrients released from
bottom sediments is also important”.
The journal article, “Internal phosphorus loading in Canadian freshwaters: a critical review and
data analysis” by Diane Orihel (Queen’s University), Helen Baulch (University of Saskatchewan),
Nora Casson (University of Winnipeg), Rebecca North (University of Missouri), Chris Parsons
(University of Waterloo), Dalila Seckar (Queen’s University), and Jason Venkiteswaran (Wilfrid
Laurier University) was published online in the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic
Sciences (dx.doi.org/10.1139/cjfas-2016-0500). This article was selected by the journal as an
“Editors’ Choice” paper for 2017, which highlights articles of particularly high caliber and topical
importance.
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Robert Pierce, Associate Professor and Extension Fish and Wildlife Specialist, and David Brune,
Professor of Bioprocess and Bioenergy Engineering, recently hosted a group of Cochran Fellows,
representing fisheries, aquaculture, and agriculture business professionals from Vietnam,
by conducting a “Fisheries, aquaculture and sustainable production of seafood in Missouri”
program on Thursday, September 14. Indoor workshop sessions were conducted for the group as
well as a tour of the ponds and shrimp production facility that David Brune has developed out at
the MU Bradford Research Center. In addition the group plans to tour numerous agricultural
businesses throughout the Midwest. Nguygen Thi Huong, Agricultural Specialist with the USDA
Foreign Agriculture Service and US Embassy in Vietnam and Ryan Milhollin, Agriculture
Economist with the MU Commercial Agriculture Program, provided leadership and were
instrumental in organizing the overall 2-week program. The Cochran Scholars Fellowship
Program provides short-term training opportunities to agricultural professionals from middleincome countries, emerging markets, and emerging democracies. The goals are to help eligible
countries develop agricultural systems necessary to meet the food and fiber needs of their domestic
populations; and, to strengthen and enhance trade linkages between eligible countries and
agricultural interests in the United States. Approximately 600 Cochran fellows come to the United
States each year, generally for 2-3 weeks, to work with U.S. universities, government agencies,
and private companies. They receive hands-on training to enhance their technical knowledge and
skills in areas related to agricultural trade, agribusiness development, management, policy, and
marketing. This marks the second group of Cochran Fellows that Robert Pierce and David Brune
have collaborated with in the area of fisheries and aquaculture during the past year, with the first
being visitors from the country of Georgia. Here is a link for more information about the
Program: https://www.fas.usda.gov/programs/cochran-fellowship-program (Photo taken by Ryan
Milhollin.)
3

EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Career Ready: Last week, over 65 Parks, Recreation & Sport students participated in one-on-one
30 minute resume reviews to improve their resumes with Internship Coordinators Jason Young
and Ellen Morris. During these meetings, students also had their cover letters and reference pages
reviewed in preparation for PRS Mock Interview Weeks, (Sept. 18-22 & 25-29). Over 25 PRS
students attended the PRS Outlook Training Session on Sept. 12 @ 3pm. In this session, students
learned workplace skills utilizing the full desktop version of MS Outlook. The main objectives
from the session included: setting up an e-mail signature, managing their Outlook calendar by
creating appointments and meetings, and learning how to create automatic replies/out of office
replies, and communicating professionally via e-mail – all things that students will use in the
workplace setting. (Submitted by Ellen Morris and Jason Stanford Young; Photo by Ellen
Morris.)
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SPOTLIGHT
UMCA Welcomes Five New Agroforestry MS Students from Indonesia: For the second year,
a group of five exceptional scholars from across Indonesia have come to MU to pursue their MS
degrees in agroforestry. This brings the total number of scholars attending MU to ten. Three of
the 2017 scholars are funded under a joint agreement between The Center for International Forestry
Research (CIFOR)/USAID and MU. Two additional scholars are funded by the Program to Extend
Scholarships and Training to Achieve Sustainable Impacts (PRESTASI).

(Photo of Indonesia Agroforestry MS Students 2017-2010 left to right: Amanda Dwikarina,
Dienda Hendrawan, Dorin Kusumawardani, Dayu Soraya, Huda Nugraha. Photo by Michael
Gold.) Bios written by each student can be found on the next page.
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Amanda Dwikarina
I have a BS in Biology from Bogor Agricultural University (IPB), Indonesia. I work as a
Laboratory Technician at Laboratory of Biotechnology in Department of Agriculture and
Horticulture, IPB. I have a research background in genetic modification of plant for plant
improvement. Now, I am pursuing a Master’s Degree in Agroforestry under the supervision of Dr.
Chung-Ho Lin. My research interest is related to the use of natural resources as biomedicine.
Dienda Citasyari Putri Hendrawan
I have a BS in Biology from Institut Teknologi Bandung. Previously, I worked as a Biophysics
Research Assistant for the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) South East Asia in Bogor, where
I conducted research, wrote articles and blogs on agrobiodiversity of farmers in South Sulawesi,
and developed tree nurseries with farmers in Central Sulawesi. Currently, I am an agroforestry MS
student under the supervision of Dr. Zhen Cai and Dr. Francisco Aguilar.
Dorin Lida Kusumawardani
I have my BS in Forestry from Bogor Agricultural University (IPB). I have worked for the
Directorate General of Social Forestry and Environmental Partnership, Ministry of Environment
and Forestry, Republic of Indonesia. I worked on technical cooperation activities to implement
Social Forestry Programs. My research interests are focused on the social, economic and policy
dimensions of forest management in Indonesia. I am currently enrolled the Agroforestry MS
Program at University of Missouri (2017/2019) under the supervision of Dr. Francisco Aguilar.
Dayu Kemalasari Soraya
I have a BS in Forestry (Forest Product Technology) from Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta,
Indonesia. I have worked as supervisor of quality control at wood working industry in Indonesia.
I am pursuing an MS Degree in agroforestry supervised by Dr. Hank Stelzer. My research is
focused on the sustainability of supply chain management in the wood working industry.
Muhamad Nurhuda “Huda” Nugraha
I have a BS in Agriculture (Plant Pest and Disease) from Bogor Agricultural University (IPB),
Indonesia. I am employed at an industrial forest company in Borneo, as Plant Health Research
Supervisor. I work on research and monitoring of pests and diseases on Acacia, Eucalyptus,
Albizia and other forest trees. My research interests include biodiversity, plant pest-diseases and
biological control. I am enrolled in the Agroforestry MS program at MU (2017/2018) under the
supervision of Prof. Rose-Marie Muzika.

This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please
send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @
5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura
Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo.
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