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HONORS and AWARDS 
 

Chad Shoemaker will take on the duties of Board President for 

the Missouri Park and Recreation Association (MPRA) on July 

1, 2018. Shoemaker has been the director of Mexico Parks and 

Recreation since 2002. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Forestry from the University of Missouri - Columbia. He is a 

Veteran of the U.S. Navy. When hired as the Director of Mexico 

Parks and Recreation, Shoemaker said, “MPRA staff in Jefferson 

City and MPRA members from Columbia, Jefferson City, and 

across the state gave me free advice and training until I was able 

to get my department working.  I will always be in their debt and 

much of our success here in Mexico is because of them.” Locally, 

he worked to increase the size of the park system by 20% with 

donated land, and helped develop an active 501(C)3 Mexico Park 

Foundation. Shoemaker serves on the MPRA legislative action 

committee, served as a MPRA board member, became the first 

MPRA Northeast Region Director, and served as the liaison for MPRA on the board of the 

Conservation Federation of Missouri.  About the Missouri Park and Recreation Associate 

Board of Directors President: The Board of Directors manages the affairs of the association.  

The officers of the association are elected annually by the membership. The President presides 

over all meetings of the Board, supervises and manages the affairs of the association, represents 

the association as necessary in contracts with other organizations and at various functions, serve 

as immediate supervisor of the association’s Executive Director, oversees a $500,000 budget, and 

serves on all standing committees including chair of the Executive Committee.  About the 

Missouri Park and Recreation Association: The Missouri Park and Recreation Association, 

whose members work to provide opportunities for all state’s citizens to enjoy quality leisure 

activities, is dedicated to promoting public support for parks and recreation and public awareness 

of the contribution of recreation to a balanced life. The association works to ensure 

the growth and improve the quality and accessibility of urban and rural parks, open 

spaces and recreation lands, facilities and programs for all Missourians. It promotes 

research and information dissemination on parks, conservation, recreation, and leisure issues. 

(Press Release provided by Sarah Veile.) 
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CAFNR’s recent commencement speaker, 

Johnny Morris, Bass Pro Shops founder/CEO, 

surprised our graduates with gift bags and gave 

away a boat! Lucky winner Clair Grossman, 

Bachelor of Science, Parks, Recreation and 

Sport, picked up her new boat from Bass Pro. 

Thank you, Mr. Morris, for your generous 

support of our CAFNR graduates! Photos 

courtesy of Bass Pro Shops. 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 

 
MS student Summer 

Higdon (Gompper lab) 

received a Grant-in-Aid of 

Research from Sigma Xi to 

support her work on the 

impacts of a parasitic 

cranial nematode on the 

ecology of the eastern 

spotted skunk, a species of 

conservation concern. The 

award will support 

Summer’s travels to the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History in Washington, 

D.C.  By examining the skulls of animals in the Smithsonian collection, Summer will be able to 

assess the extent of parasitism and address whether this parasitism may be contributing to the 

decline of spotted skunks. (Image shows jaw and cranium of an eastern spotted skunk. Holes on 

the top of the cranium are caused by a nematode parasite). (Submitted by Matt Gompper.) 
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The story below (which was in the May 2018, No. 2, Vol. 1 SNR Weekly Reader) now has an 

update: The daycare air story has hit the NBC News national feed.  The story has aired on more 

than 45 NBC affiliates across the country for an estimated value of more than $50,000!  Many 

stations have run the entire story – keeping all of the branding and messaging in the original 

package. Top 30 markets to run the story include: Orlando, Baltimore, Denver, St. Louis, 

Charlotte, Salt Lake City, Phoenix, West Palm Beach (entire package ran in the 11pm news) and 

Memphis.  It has even aired in Alaska. (Updated from MU News Bureau.)  

 
In analysis of urban 

child care centers, MU 

researchers (Chung Ho 

Lin, SNR Research 

Associate Professor 

and Dahn Vu (SNR 

graduate student) found 

47 of 73 volatile 

organic compounds 

that might impact 

children’s health. MU 

researchers developed 

and tested an 

"electronic nose," a 

portable, low-cost 

measurement tool that can efficiently measure air-quality at child-care centers. Read more of the 

story at the link below. For the full story go to this link: https://munews.missouri.edu/news-

releases/2018/0502-air-quality-measurement-tool-could-be-beneficial-for-childrens-health/ 

(Photo above from MU News Bureau.) 

 

 
Houston Sudekum (MS, Forestry Emphasis) is 

completing a summer study abroad experience at the 

University of Bologna. He is studying wood pellet markets 

in Italy and the UK, respectively, the biggest consumers of 

industrial and residential wood pellets in the world.  The 

experience is funded through CAFNR International 

Programs and an SNR travel grant. (Submitted by 

Francisco Aguilar; Photo provided by Houston 

Sudekum.) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://munews.missouri.edu/news-releases/2018/0502-air-quality-measurement-tool-could-be-beneficial-for-childrens-health/
https://munews.missouri.edu/news-releases/2018/0502-air-quality-measurement-tool-could-be-beneficial-for-childrens-health/


 
 

4 
 

Graduate student Sam Sergent (pictured right), along 

with Andy Thomas from the Southwest Center, are 

conducting a study on the elderberry flower production of 

six different varieties. Different percentages of the 

flowers are harvested and weighed, and then dried before 

being weighed again. In mid-July the remaining berries 

will be harvest, weighed, and testing will be done on the 

berries. (Submitted and photos by Cheryl Recker.) 
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EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

For more information, or to reserve your spot, please go to this link: 

https://extension2.missouri.edu/events/white-oak-whiskey-and-wine-tour 

  

 

 

 

 

https://extension2.missouri.edu/events/white-oak-whiskey-and-wine-tour
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Jan Neitzert (pictured right 

with Roscoe Righter, FF&W 

1977 graduate) graduated in 

Recreation and Park 

Administration in 1978, and 

worked in the field for over 40 

years.  She retired after almost 

11 years from the Missouri Park 

and Recreation Association 

(MPRA). The Association is a 

great advocate for students, and 

has a Student Section.  The 

MPRA Scholarship Charitable 

Trust grants thousands of 

dollars in undergraduate 

scholarships annually.  For more information, contact Dr. David Vaught.  (Submitted by Jan 

Neitzert.) 

 
 

 

THE WEEK IN SNR WITH DIRECTOR JOSE 

Met with the NTT Standing Committee concerning Workload Policies 

Met with the Steering Committee for the Urban Biodiversity Research Coordination Network 

(UrBioNet) grant meeting (Charlie Nilon is one of the PIs on the grant) 

Met with Dean Daubert and Scott Brown regarding the USGS Funding of the Cooperative Fish 

and Wildlife Research Units 

Hosting a visiting faculty member from Australia, Dr. Doland Nichols 

Following up with Darcy Wells about the Doug Allen Endowment 

Meeting with a stakeholder along with Mark Langworthy and Darcy Wells 
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SPOTLIGHT 

 
The National Baseball Hall of Fame sent out this Press Release, featuring Parks, Recreation and 

Sport Student, Lauren Lanter: Baseball Hall of Fame Welcomes 2018 

Class of Frank and Peggy Steele Interns to Cooperstown -- 19 Undergraduate and Graduate Students, 

including Kansas City, Mo., native and recent University of Missouri-Columbia graduate 

Lauren Lanter, Embark on Learning Experience of a Lifetime -- (COOPERSTOWN, NY) – 

Cooperstown is usually the place where all-stars finish their careers. But for the young women and 

men, including Lauren Lanter of Kansas City, Mo., who comprise the 2018 Frank and Peggy Steele 

Internship Program for Youth Leadership Development, the start of a new chapter in their 

professional lives is just beginning at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. Nineteen 

college students arrived in Cooperstown this week to begin a 10-week study in a variety of 

disciplines at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum between now and Aug. 10. The 

Class of 2018 includes Lauren Lanter, a recent graduate of University of Missouri-Columbia, 

who is interning in the Hall of Fame’s programming department. “I have grown up loving 

baseball,” Lanter said. “It’s how I got to bond with my dad and my younger brother. Since we have 

a large age gap, baseball was the driving force between us all hanging out a lot. So it means a lot 

to me to get to learn more and experience baseball in a different way while also getting to interact 

with other baseball fans that I would not get to do otherwise.”  Now in its 18th year, the Frank and 

Peggy Steele Internship Program for Youth Leadership Development offers college undergraduate 

and graduate students an opportunity to work alongside Museum and Library staff members to 

gain hands-on professional training in a field that closely matches the student’s major. Interns craft 

leadership and communication skills by attending career seminars hosted by Hall of Fame staff 

and community leaders, as well as participating in thematic public speaking in the Museum, and 

research and writing assignments that directly relate to the Museum’s mission. In all, 19 students 

hailing from 18 colleges and universities will intern for Museum departments, including curatorial, 

education, digital strategy, membership, multimedia, photo archives, collections, public relations, 

library research, sales and licensing and special events. The 19 interns were selected from more 

than 500 applications from students nationwide. In addition to completing 40 hours of work each 

week, interns will participate in a number of career seminars during the program, on topics such 

as networking, public speaking, community leadership, business etiquette and creating an 

innovative leadership style. In addition, every intern will host artifact spotlights – brief public 

presentations with in-depth stories about items in the Museum’s collections – in the Museum 

throughout the summer. The internship program began in 2001 and has since welcomed more than 

300 interns in an experience made possible by Peggy Steele, who endowed the program in honor 

of her late husband, Frank, and in his commitment to fostering education and leadership 

development.  

 

Applications for the 2019 Frank and Peggy Steele Internship Program will be due on Jan. 31, 2019 

and will be available beginning this fall at www.baseballhall.org/education. (Submitted by Jason 

Young; Photo and story provided by the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.)  

http://www.baseballhall.org/education
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The 2018 class of Frank and Peggy Steele Interns, pictured above: (top row, left to right) Meaghann 

Campbell, Bruno Rosa, Cal Weisman, Jason Rose, Steven Walters, Jordan Cohn, Ivy Houde; 

(middle row, left to right) Lauren Phillips, Lauren Lanter, Brooklyn Del Barba, Patricia Singletary, 

Meredith Tomich, Jessica Hollister, Marisa Hernandez; (bottom row, left to right) VP 

communications and education Jon Shestakofsky, Sophie Grus, Dani Dadig, Kelli Yakabu, Lily 

Brandt, Joella Travis, Peggy Steele. (Milo Stewart Jr./National Baseball Hall of Fame and 

Museum) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please 

send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @ 

5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura 

Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo.  

 

mailto:greenwoodci@missouri.edu

