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HONORS and AWARDS
Jordan Rabinowitz (PhD–2020, Lupo) was awarded a National Center for Atmospheric Research
(NCAR) Advanced Study Program Fellowship for his PhD work. He will be funded for this year
and work at NCAR in Boulder this summer. (Submitted by Tony Lupo.)
Congratulations to Rachel Owen (pictured center)
who was selected as the 2nd Place Poster overall for
the Soil Science Society of America and the 1st Place
Poster for the Wetland Soils Division at the recent
Soil Science Society of America Meetings. This was
the first time an overall poster competition was held
at the meetings. (Submitted by Steve Anderson.)

Ross Braun (pictured right) received
the Honorary Membership Award from
the
Soil
Science
Society of
America. Ross is a retired (Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service
(NRCS) scientist who worked in
Missouri for many years. He was
responsible for getting the Dig It Soils
display at the St. Louis Science Center
from the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington, DC. Dr. Bill Pan (pictured
left) is the incoming President-Elect of
the
Soil
Science
Society of
America. He received a MS degree in Soil Science at MU and is
currently Professor of Soil Science at Washington State University. (Submitted by Steve
Anderson.)
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PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Damon Hall represented MU Cooperative Extension at
the Missouri Partners Meeting in Jefferson City. The
Missouri Partners Meeting is an annual engagement
between the five U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Districts
and Director's for the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) and Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC). This meeting provides an
opportunity for the Corps and State partners to identify
programs, projects, initiatives and/or focus areas in the
state to grow and strengthen partnerships for the delivery
of Civil Works projects, programs, and/or technical
assistance. The meeting was attended by the five District
Commanders from the US Army Corps of Engineers,
Directors for MDNR and MDC, and other Federal and
State agencies.
Hall, DM, Steiner, R. 2019. Insect pollinator conservation policy innovations at subnational
levels: Lessons for lawmakers. Environmental Science & Policy, 93:118-128. Available here:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901118311389?dgcid=coauthor

EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
The School of Natural Resources
Atmospheric Science Program was well
represented at the 99th American
Meteorological Society (AMS) meeting in
Phoenix, AZ. There were eight current
students in attendance, six of which gave
oral or poster presentation on their graduate
research under the current faculty (Chasity
Henson, Jordan Rabinowitz, Adam
Hirsch, Bahtiyar Efe, Sarah Balkissoon,
and Katherine Rojas). Two undergraduate
students were in attendance on an AMS
fellowship
(Sean
Danaher,
Alex
Johnson). MU Alumni had a gathering and
12 alumni were present at this gathering, including former Assistant Professor Bohumil (Bo)
Svoma. Another alumna, Prof. Delores Knipp (M.S. Atmospheric Science, 1984 – currently at
Colorado University) was awarded Fellow of the AMS. (Submitted by Tony Lupo.) Pictured LR: Sean Riley (MS 2012), Katy Vigil (Crandall PhD 2017), Jordan Rabinowitz (PhD 2020),
Evan Kutta (PhD 2017), and Josh Kastman (PhD 2017).
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One of our former students in Soil Science, G. Mac Bean (2018 graduate), was recently hired to
work with the Soil Health Institute (based in North Carolina). Mac will be based on the University
of Missouri campus for his work. Read the full story at this link https://soilhealthinstitute.org/soilhealth-institute-selects-seven-scientists/ (Submitted by Steve Anderson.)

(Pictured L-R) Sean Bloszies Ph.D., Gregory Macfarland Bean Ph.D., Michael Cope Ph.D., Paul
Tracy Ph.D., Kelsey Hoegenauer Ph.D., Charlotte Norris Ph.D. P.Ag., Elizabeth Rieke Ph.D.,
Daniel Liptzin Ph.D., Shannon Andrews Ph.D.
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Preston D. Cole was appointed to head the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources. Cole was the first AfricanAmerican to receive a Bachelor of Science degree in forest
management at Mizzou (1987). Read more of the story at this
link:
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2018/12/19/colepromises-rely-science-dnr-after-evers-appoints-him-headagency/2361176002/

The Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) is seeking an Executive Director. To apply,
submit a cover letter, resume and salary requirement by February 11. Please see the full job
announcement at this link: https://www.confedmo.org/executive-director/
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SPOTLIGHT
The Joe G. Dillard Family and Friends
Scholarship has been amended so that SNR has
more latitude in choosing the recipients. (Joe is
pictured left picking up the amended scholarship
document). Being the first college graduate in his
family, Joe became fully aware of the value of an
advanced education, so when he retired from the
Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) in
1998, he seized upon a wonderful opportunity to
establish a scholarship to help fund another
person’s education. In those days, it was
customary in MDC to have a substantial
retirement function including a meal, skit and
gifts. Of course, Joe wanted something different
and asked folks to give money to help establish a
scholarship at the University of Missouri. He told
them he would match their gifts dollar for dollar.
(What they didn’t know was that at that time it
took $10,000 to fully fund one.) They did give
$1,500 and Joe filled in the rest later. “But wait,
there is more” as they say on those TV
commercials. Steve Weithman (former fisheries
biologist, now deceased) was the treasurer for the retirement function and he told Joe that he held
back a couple hundred dollars for him to spend on something for himself. Joe bought a retirement
tree and it is doing quite well. It brings back a lot of pleasant memories of his career with MDC,
many friends at MU, and the generous contributions that were given to jumpstart the Joe G. Dillard
Family and Friends Scholarship at the University of Missouri. Gifts that just keep on giving! As
Joe often says, “I am so old that I have forgotten the question, but the answer is education!”
(Submitted by Joe G. Dillard, MS 1965; Photo by Anita Carter.) If you would like to donate to
the Scholarship, there is not an on-line giving option but contact Darcy Wells @ CAFNR
Advancement:

Darcy Wells
Senior Executive Director of Advancement

College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
2-4 Agriculture Building
Columbia MO 65211
P 573-882-2390 | C 573-268-4619 | F 573-884-8174
E wellsd@missouri.edu
giving.missouri.edu
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IN MEMORIUM
Dr. Roger Gordon Hanson originally of New Richmond, WS
completed a BS from Wisconsin State College in River Falls in
1957, an MS Degree in Soil Science (fertility) with a minor in
Horticulture in 1961, and then a PhD in 1964 in Soil Science
(fertility) from the University of Minnesota under the guidance
of Prof. J. M. MacGregor.
After graduation, he accepted a position with American
Cyanamid Company, of Princeton, NJ where he submitted a
patent for a nitrification inhibiting fertilizer composition. In the
1970’s he was employed by the University of Wisconsin as the
Soybean Team Leader, Research Development Project in
Londrina, Brazil.
From 1977 to 1992, he was a professor of agronomy (soil fertility), at the University of Missouri,
conducting research, and teaching soil fertility management of soils. Work included the study of
potassium and cyst nematode effects on nutrition of soybeans, an improved method of soil test
interpretations, calibration of corn response to Bray-1, Bray-2, and Mehlich-2 extractable soilphosphorus, broadcast nitrogen-sources for no-till continuous corn and corn following soybean,
improved application placement, and timing of nitrogen solution for no-till corn, and tillage, and
rotation effects on corn yield response to fertilizer nitrogen. In the 1990’s he assumed the
Directorship of the Tropical Soils Management CRSP at North Carolina State University of NC,
where he administered a United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
consortium dealing with projects for improved management of tropical soil of developing
countries.
He finished his career working as a research chemist with the Reproductive Toxicology Division,
National Health, and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, Office of Research and
Development, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Research Triangle Park, NC. He copublished several research papers on toxicity of perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) an ingredient
in fabric protectors and stain repellents. As early as 1997 PFOS was detected in blood from global
blood banks. By 2008, it was shown that PFOS affected the immune system of mammals, raising
the possibility that highly exposed people and wildlife are immunocompromised, and that PFOS
may cause cancer, delay physical development, stunt growth, cause endocrine disruption, and
neonatal mortality. Thus, his work helped in the phase-out of the production of PFOS in the US.
He passed away in Plano, Texas. (Submitted by Dr. Clark Gantzer who learned of his passing
over the holidays.)
This Weekly Reader will be distributed electronically every Friday (except during breaks). Please
send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor (greenwoodci@missouri.edu) by Thursday @
5 p.m. If you’d like to unsubscribe from the Weekly Reader, please email Cindy. Thanks to Laura
Hertel for the Weekly Reader Tiger logo.
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