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HONORS and AWARDS 

 
 

 

 

Tony Lupo, professor of atmospheric science, has received the SEC 
2020 Faculty Achievement Award. The recognition is given out to one 
faculty member from each school once a year. The SEC then awards 
one of those candidates as SEC Professor of the Year. First presented 
in 2012 and selected by the SEC provosts, these awards honor one 
individual from each SEC member university who has excelled in 
teaching – particularly at the undergraduate level – and research. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Anita Carter, program/project support coordinator in the School of 
Natural Resources, was awarded the Chancellor’s Outstanding Staff 
Award in the Part-Time/Temporary category. This award is presented 
to a staff member who exemplifies the university’s values through 
temporary or part-time employment and consistently display 
characteristics that are valued and appreciated by their coworkers. They 
lead by example, motivate those around them, demonstrate compassion 
and bring innovative ideas to their teams. 

 

 

 

Laura Hertel was awarded the Dana Brown Haynes Distinguished 
Service Award. This award opportunity recognizes an outstanding 
University of Missouri and CAFNR faculty or staff member, alumni or 
student who has demonstrated a long-term commitment of service to the 
College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. 

 

 

https://news.missouri.edu/2020/mu-professor-of-more-than-20-years-wins-sec-honor/
https://news.missouri.edu/2020/mu-professor-of-more-than-20-years-wins-sec-honor/
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Nicole Terherst Amezcua (right), 
incoming M.S. student advised by 
Damon Hall, has been awarded the 
George Washington Carver and 
Ronald E. McNair Graduate 
Fellowships. Nasruddeen Al-

Awwal, PhD student advised by 
Stephen Anderson, has been 
awarded the George Washington 
Carver Fellowship and also the 
Ridgel Fellowship. Angel Colon 

Santiago, (left) PhD student advised by Alba Argerich, 
has been awarded Ridgel Fellowship.  

 
The University of Missouri Award for Academic 
Distinction recognizes undergraduate students who go above 
and beyond expectations to contribute to the academic 
atmosphere at the University of Missouri. The University and 
various organizations at MU recognize students for their 
leadership, their service, and their campus involvement. Cole 

Diggins is a senior, majoring in soil, environmental, and 
atmospheric science, minoring in plant science, and 
completing a certificate in geographic information science. 
Diggins was mentored by Stephen Anderson, the William 
A. Albrecht Distinguished Professor of Soil and 
Environmental Sciences, whose guidance and 
encouragement were instrumental in his academic success. 
For more about Cole and the award, please follow this link: 
https://undergraduatestudies.missouri.edu/distinction/ 
 

The Graduate Faculty Senate Awards 
Committee is honoring Lisa Groshong with 
the MU Disciplinary Dissertation Award as 
the top scoring dissertation in the areas of the 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics, Engineering, 
and Social Sciences. She will be nominated by 
the University of Missouri for the national 
Council of Graduate Schools (CGS) 
Distinguished Dissertation Award.  

 

 

 

https://undergraduatestudies.missouri.edu/distinction/
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Robin Rotman, assistant professor in the School of Natural Resources, 
has been selected as one of the Spring 2020 Faculty Incentive Grant 
recipients. The Mizzou Alumni Association (MAA) supports the 
development of faculty through its Dr. Richard Wallace Faculty 
Incentive Grants program. Since launching in 1994, MAA has provided 
start-up funds to more than 300 faculty members for the initiation of 
research or professional development projects. The title of her proposal 
is: “Landowner Perceptions of Conservation Easements in Missouri”. 
SNR Associate Professor Sonja Wilhelm Stanis is the Co-Investigator 
for the proposal. 
 

 
Campus Dining Services held its twenty-fourth annual student employee scholarship program, to 
recognize student employees for length of service, leadership, grade point, extra-curricular 
activities and honors.  Eight $1,000 scholarships for Fall 2020 were awarded to student employees 
(based on their applications, letters of request and letters of recommendation). Kate Yeager, an 
Environmental Sciences student, who worked in Wheatstone Bistro, was one of the recipients. 
 
A USDA Specialty Crop Multi-State grant led by Dr. Ron Revord and involving others from the 
Center for Agroforestry has been selected for funding. The project, entitled “Participatory 
Chestnut Breeding ‐ Establishing a Participant Network to Characterize Genetic Diversity and 
Ancestry of Superior On‐farm Germplasm” has been awarded at a level of $923,155. This project 
will greatly amplify the potential for Chinese Chestnut in Missouri and throughout the Midwest. 
This high-value product offers a profitable option for farmers to diversify and “perennialize” their 
farms.  
 
 

At the Conservation Federation of 
Missouri Annual banquet, the 
following SNR students received 
awards: Michael Moore, Carl 
Morrow Graduate Fellowship in 
Fisheries, and The Charles Bell 
Graduate Scholarship; David Hicks 
received the Chambers Family 
Memorial Scholarship and the Carl 
Morrow Graduate Fellowship in 
Wildlife. PhD student Michael Moore 
(left) and MS student David Hicks 

(right) with their Conservation Federation of Missouri Awards. (Submitted and photo by Craig 

Paukert.) 
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At the 2020 Missouri Natural Resources Conference several SNR students received awards: 
Michael Moore received the Best Student Aquatic Presentation for his presentation: Moore, M. 
J., C. P. Paukert. 2020. Investigating the Role of Stocking Location and Tracking Methods on 
Dispersal and Survival of Lake Sturgeon in the Osage and Gasconade rivers. 
 
Mike Thomas received the Best Aquatics Poster: Thomas, M., A. Turner, Z. Ford, J. Dean, and 
C. Paukert.  2020. How does electrofishing power and environmental conditions affect 
Smallmouth Bass catchability in Ozark rivers?   
 
At the Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society 
Meeting, PhD student Hadley Boehm received two awards:  
Noreen Clough Memorial Scholarship awarded by Bass 
Anglers Sportsman's Society, which is given to one or two 
female graduate students annually in fisheries. This year 
Hadley beat out 61 other applicants from 41 different 
colleges; and the Robert Jenkins Memorial Reservoir 
Scholarship awarded by Southern Division of the AFS, 
which is also given to one or two students annually in 
fisheries. PhD student Hadley Boehm (left) receiving her 
awards at the Southern Division of the American Fisheries 
Society Meeting in Little Rock, Arkansas. (Submitted and 
photo by Craig Paukert.) 
 

PRESENTATIONS/PUBLICATIONS/RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 

 
The University of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources’ atmospheric 
science program has trained and prepared meteorologists who are now spread throughout the 
United States, providing timely weather and climate information for the communities they serve. 
Two of those meteorologists serve one of the country’s largest cities – Nashville, Tennessee. Katy 

Morgan and Henry Rothenberg were classmates during their time at Mizzou and now serve as 
meteorologists for FOX 17 and News Channel 5, respectively. For more of the story follow the 
link: https://cafnr.missouri.edu/2020/04/mizzou-made-meteorologists/ 
 

 
 
 
Learn more about Joe Dillard’s book “The Blue Mound Chronicles” 
from his appearance on Paul Pepper’s show on KBIA: (Joe Dillard 
is pictured during “tea time” in the Anheuser-Busch Natural 
Resources Building.) https://www.kbia.org/post/paul-pepper-
author-joe-dillard-blue-mound-chronicles 
 

 

 

https://www.bassmaster.com/conservation-news/2019-noreen-clough-memorial-scholarships-awarded
https://cafnr.missouri.edu/2020/04/mizzou-made-meteorologists/
https://www.kbia.org/post/paul-pepper-author-joe-dillard-blue-mound-chronicles
https://www.kbia.org/post/paul-pepper-author-joe-dillard-blue-mound-chronicles
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Scientists in SNR published their work in the top journal of remote sensing: In a recent study 
conducted by Michael Sunde, David Diamond, Lee Elliott and others at the Missouri Resource 
Assessment Partnership (MoRAP), a new approach for mapping percentage woody canopy cover 
was examined. The approach involved conducting a binary classification of high-resolution aerial 
imagery in order to develop training data to be used for a machine-learning based classification of 
10-meter satellite imagery from the Sentinel-2 satellites. The study was conducted over a large 
area in south Texas, and results compared favorably with LiDAR based reference data and other 
existing canopy cover products, such as the NLCD and LANDFIRE. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0034425720301188?via%3Dihub  
Sunde, M. G., Diamond, D. D., Elliott, L. F., Hanberry, P., & True, D. (2020). Mapping high-
resolution percentage canopy cover using a multi-sensor approach. Remote Sensing of 

Environment, 242, 111748. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2020.111748 
 

Dunn, C. G., and C. P. Paukert. 2020. A Flexible Survey Design for Monitoring Spatiotemporal 
Fish Richness in Non-wadeable Rivers: Optimizing Efficiency by Integrating Gears. Canadian 
Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences https://doi.org/10.1139/cjfas-2019-0315 
 
Krabbenhoft, T., Myers, B., Wong, J., Chu, C., Tingley, R., Falke, J., Kwak, T., Paukert, C., and 
A. Lynch. 2020. Fish and Climate Change (FiCli) Database: Informing management actions for 
responding to climate change effects in fishes. Nature: Scientific Data. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-0465-z 
 
Lynch, A. J., D. M. Bartley, T. D. Beard, Jr., D. B. Bunnell, S. J. Cooke, I. G. Cowx, S. Funge-
Smith, C. P. Paukert, M. W. Rogers, and W. W. Taylor. 2020. InFish: A research network to 
promote global conservation and responsible use of inland fish. Fisheries. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/fsh.10419 
 

Moore, M., C. Paukert, and T. Moore. 2020. Effects of latitude, season and temperature on Lake 
Sturgeon movement. North American Journal of Fisheries Management 
https://doi.org/10.1002/nafm.10416 
 

Paukert, C., E. Kleekamp, and R. Tingley. 2020. Identifying Candidate Reference Reaches to 
Assess the Physical and Biological Integrity of Wadeable Streams in Different Ecoregions and 
Stream Sizes. Ecological Indicators 111: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2019.105966 
 

Whittier, J., J. Westhoff, C. Paukert, and R. Rotman. 2020. Use of multiple temperature logger 
models can alter conclusions. Water2(3), 668; doi.org/10.3390/w12030668 
 
Craig Paukert and Ralph Tingley have written a manuscript about an open access database about 
how fish respond to climate change. https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/new-fish-and-climate-
change-database-ficli-informs-freshwater-fisheries-management; The actual paper is at: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41597-020-0465-z; There have been several news releases in 
mainstream news related to the paper (see link bellow) and is considered in the top 5% of papers 
published according to its Almetric score, which is one measure of the reach of this paper:  
https://www.altmetric.com/details/80227719/news 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0034425720301188?via%3Dihub
https://doi.org/10.1139/cjfas-2019-0315
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-0465-z
https://doi.org/10.1002/fsh.10419
https://doi.org/10.1002/nafm.10416
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2019.105966
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/new-fish-and-climate-change-database-ficli-informs-freshwater-fisheries-management
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/new-fish-and-climate-change-database-ficli-informs-freshwater-fisheries-management
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41597-020-0465-z
https://www.altmetric.com/details/80227719/news
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Craig Paukert served on a global panel on the interlinkages among biodiversity, food, water, and 
health.  He was an invited member of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) panel to scope and assessment of the interlinkages 
among biodiversity, water, food and health (Nexus assessment).  The panel consisted of about 45 
members worldwide focused on food security, water resources, human health, and biodiversity.  
Paukert was one of only three fisheries experts and only one of six Americans across all disciplines 
on the global panel.  The documents will be open for comment in the coming months. 
 

Hall, DM, Martins, DJ. 2020. Human dimensions of insect pollinator conservation.  
Current Opinion in Insect Science, 38, DOI: 10.1016/j.cois.2020.04.001 
 
Avellaneda, PM, Ficklin, D, Lowery, CS, Knouft, J, Hall, DM. 2020. Improving hydrological 
models with the assimilation of citizen science data.  
Water Resources Research, 10.1029/2019WR026325. 
 

EVENTS/MEETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Director of Graduate Studies (Hong He) and 
Emphasis Area Coordinators (Steve 

Anderson, Charlie Nilon, Rebecca North, 
Mitch Weegman) held an open question and 
answer meeting on Zoom with SNR graduate 
students. A half dozen graduate students 
attended the zoom meeting. The meeting 
discussed concerns and issues that have arisen 
including communicating between faculty 
and students, using university facilities, 

taking/teaching classes, and conducting research. Our graduate students are in good spirits and are 
working diligently during this special time. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://ipbes.net/
https://ipbes.net/
https://ipbes.net/nexus
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cois.2020.04.001
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1029/2019WR026325
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SPOTLIGHT ON SNR FACULTY, STAFF AND STUDENTS 

Prairie Fork Conservation Area has had 
a slower than normal spring as all the 
groups had to cancel since March.  With 
those cancelations we have been working 
on catching up on the never-ending 
paperwork and the never-ending invasive 
species control.  However, we have some 
exciting news to share!  The Missouri 
Prairie Foundation who owned the 200-
acre farm on the north side of Prairie Fork 
has deeded that over to the Missouri 
Department of Conservation.  Prairie 
Foundation, Prairie Fork Trust, the 
Missouri Department of   Conservation just  

 
to list a few partners who have been working since 2004 on reconstructing tall grass prairie to this 
area.  This January the last 40 acres of this property was planted.  So, while youth education in 
person might be slow, Prairie Fork has been bustling with some sort of activity.   For more 
information please visit the website.  We will keep the reservation system up to date with 
information when we can have groups again.  http://prairiefork.missouri.edu/about/  (Submitted 
and photos, including cover photo, by Amber Edwards.) 
 
 

The SNR Monthly Reader will be distributed electronically 
the last working day of the month (except during breaks). 
Please send announcements to Cindy Greenwood, Editor 
(greenwoodci@missouri.edu). If you would like to 
unsubscribe from the SNR Monthly Reader, please email 
Cindy.                            

http://prairiefork.missouri.edu/about/

